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SAIGON 652 , 7 October 1963 
TO STATE . FROM LODGE 

* 

♦ • 

EYES ONLY * 

1. Herewith further thoughts on you r 53 1 *-- 

2 . Language in paragraphs 17 and 19 -H on "Restriction on role of Nhus 
seems unrealistic for these reasons 

A. On basis of my present knowledge, it is clear that U.S. has provided the 
weapons, training and money to enable Nhu to have in effect adequate army of 
his own, consisting of men who are carefully selected, intensely indoctrinal 
and well paid. For its size, it is a froniaable force and man for man appears 
to have a big edge over an ordinary military outfit. For seme inexplicable 
reason, we appear jbb have done all this without our having an effective 
strings whatever on the use of this force. Our only possible leverage would 
be cutting off funds, but it is hapd to believe that this would be effective. 

B. In an interview with the Italian ournalist Gambino for the Italian 
Illustrated Weekly Expresso, which is to be published in Italy on Thursday 
(complete english translation being pouched), Nhu says in effect that he 
can and would like to get along without the Americans. He only wants some 
helicopter units and some money. But he definitely does not want American 
military personnel who, he says are absolutely incapable of fighting a 
guerrilla war. Even the special forces created by Kennedy are not vorth 
anything. He wants Viet-ftam to be treated as U.S. treats Yugoslavia Giving 
them money but hot seeking to influence their system of government. He says, 
that he and the president were against massive American intervention even 

at "the* time of greatest danger, that is, the winter of 1961-1962 . The war 
cannot be won with the Americans because they are an obstacle, to the 
revolutionary transormation of society which is the prerequisite of victory. 
Then come these words: "If the Americans were to interrupt their help, it 

may not be a bad thing after all." He said that if his father-in-law, former 
Ambassador Chuong, were to "come to Saigon, I will have his head cut off. I 
will hang haul in the center of a square and let him dangle there . My vife 
will make the knot on the rope because she is proud of being a Vietnamese 
and she is a good patriot”. 


C. Within the last few days /said to one of 

my (very few, Alas). highly reliable sources: Wedon't neea*the Americans 

any more even in the economic field, as we can confront our economic problems 
with our own resources." Present suspension of commodity import program may 
give GVN a chance to decide whether Hieu is right. 


D. Diem in his message to the National Assembly today, speaking of the 
forthcoming victory over the Viet Cong, says that it will show the small 
countries of the non-aligned world (tiers monae) that they too can strangle 
communist subversive war". He also singled out the world assembly of the 
interparliamentary union (scene of Madame Nhu' s activity) as the place where 
Viet-Kam, on the international field, has played a notable role. 



3* The above leads me to the conclusion that we cannot remove the Hhus by 
non-violent means against their will. • 

% I 

4. I also conclude that we cannot assume '/that Diem and Nhu have the same 
aims as ve* Clearly Khu vants our heltf without our presence which, in his . 
view, we use as an excuse for interfering in their internal system of 
government. Get US out, he argues, and he can be as free to do as he vants 
as Tito is now. And Ittiu is a strong influence on Diem. / 

5 . Paragraphs 3 and ^ make G hard to^see today a good future for the U.S.- 
GVN relationship. I say this because the only thing which the U.S. really 
vants --the removal of or restriction on the Kkus-- is out of the question. 
Yet, none of the points l^A-I look really important. 

6. I believe Diem and Mhu see U.S. pressing for things such as removal of 
Uhus, release of students which they are. absolutely sure they cannot give 
and that we should consider a request to withdraw as a growing posibility. 
The beginning of withdrawal might trigger off a coup. 
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